
Hello fellow members of the Lakeshore Sportsmen SCI chapter.  Hope the 2010 hunting 
season has brought many fond memories for your family and friends.  We are trying to 
start a new addition to our chapter through an informative newsletter.  Our chapter has 
over 100 members and not everyone can make all the meetings.  So what better way to 
keep everyone up to date, than a newsletter.  There are so many fascinating stories within 
our local chapter.  I was fairly early in my hunting career when I came to the first meeting, 
and was hooked right away.  Then after joining and realizing the quality of the magazine, 
the amazing articles, and most of all the ’torch’ that SCI carries on our behalf for hunters 
in conservation and saving our way of life, I became a life member.  I have really enjoyed 
listening to the monthly presentations of local people who journey out to with great hunt-
ing adventures.  Unfortunately, getting only 1 presentation does an injustice to all our 
chapter members who have exciting adventures each year.  Why not share them with all 
the members in a newsletter.   In this first newsletter, and future, we will strive to cover 
submitted hunts, stories, or anything of interest from our members , as well as, updated 
information covering what the club is involved in both on the local level, and state level.  
May you find this first newsletter informative and an enjoyable read.   Please submit your 
photos, and stories.  We can get photos scanned if not digital, and 
stories typed if handwritten.  All comments are welcomed as this 
will by a continually changing project.  Here is my contact infor-
mation for submitting:    

Thanks and Merry Christmas. 

Mike Carson 

Carsotek@comcast.net 

Cell 231-557-3052           Hm 231-755-2089 
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2011 Banquet SUPER RAFFLE�

We trying something new: 
 

Tickets are available  
from any board member. 

Only 500 will be sold with 
ONE WINNER. 

Winner gets CHOICE of: 
 

Browning A Bolt Rifle or 
Remington 700 Rifle or 

Beretta A391 Shotgun or 
$1,000 Cash or 

42" Flat Screen TV or 
Crosman Teton Cross Bow or 

Mathews Bow or 
Browning Theftguard  

Gun Safe 
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2011 Lakeshore Fundraiser 
Convention 
Dates are 
February 

4th and 5th 
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This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter as a promotional tool is that you can 
reuse content from other marketing materials, such as press releases, mar-
ket studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a newsletter might be to sell your 
product or service, the key to a successful newsletter is making it useful to 
your readers. 

A great way to add useful content to your newsletter is to develop and 
write your own articles, or include a calendar of upcoming events or a 
special offer that promotes a new product. 

You can also research articles or find “filler” articles by accessing the 
World Wide Web. You can write about a variety of topics but try to keep 
your articles short. 

Much of the content you put in your newsletter can also be used for your 
Web site. Microsoft Publisher offers a simple way to convert your news-
letter to a Web publication. So, when you’re finished writing your news-
letter, convert it to a Web site and post it. 

 
• To accept my responsibility to provide all possible  
assistance to game law enforcement officers. 
 
• To waste no opportunity to teach young people the full  
meaning of this code of ethics. 
 
• To reflect in word and behavior only credit upon the  
fraternity of sportsmen, and to demonstrate abiding respect or 
game, habitat and property where I am privileged to hunt. 
 

Recognizing my responsibilities to wildlife, habitat 
and future generations, I pledge: 
 
• To conduct myself in the field so as to make a positive con-
tribution to wildlife and ecosystems. 
 
• To improve my skills as a woodsman and marksman to en-
sure humane harvesting of wildlife. 
 
• To comply with all game laws, in the spirit of Fair Chase, 
and to influence companions accordingly. 
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            When Mike Carson asked me if I had any 
good stories that our members could relate to, I im-
mediately thought of a recent hunt we had in South 
Africa. 
            This trip was to be a bit different from most 
previous trips, in that usually it is “warm – dry and 
flat”, but this year things were a lot different. 
            Normally by the middle April the rainy sea-
son is pretty much over with and their “fall” has set 
in and the weather clear and beautiful, but some how 
Mother Nature got things all messed as it was raining 
when we arrived in Johannesburg, and it rained for 
14 out of the next 18 days we were there. 
            I was hunting with Nicol Martin from Shi-a-
Wela Safaris in Polokwane for plains game.  We sort 
of huddled up the first day trying to stay out of the 
rain but soon figured out that we had two choices, 
either hunt in the rain - or don’t hunt. 
            So we just went out each day and got wet 
anyway.  Hunting really went quite well as the bush 
and leaves were very quiet to stalk on. 
            There was one particular old battered Bleu 
Wildebeest that we wanted to take but he was not co-
operating very well.  He did not get old and battered 
by being dumb and standing around in the open. We 
would get a glimpse of him now and then but never a 
decent position for a shot. 
            Finally on the last afternoon of the hunt I sug-
gested to Nicole that we hunt him like we would 
hunt a Whitetail Deer back home by just sitting and 
waiting for him to make the first move. 
            Hummmm, might just work especially since 
everything else we have done had  not worked any-
way. 
            So about 3:30 PM we went out to where we 
had seen him last and just stood under a thick tree 
down wind from a small clearing.  We figured he 
was bedded down in the thick stuff on the other side 
and just might come out to feed at dark. 
            Sure enough it was about 5 minutes from be-
ing too dark when he walked out just as nice as could 
be.  Not only did he walk out in the open, but he 
walked right up to us and I shot him at 38 yards with 
a 210 gr Barnes TSX bullet from my 338 Win Mag-
num. 

            He made about a 50 yard death run, and 
then piled up end over end in a bush.  Trouble was 
that now he was in the thick stuff again, and we had 
to get him out of there to even take a decent pic-
ture. 
            Nicole got on the two-way radio and called 
the ranch and asked them to send “everybody” as 
getting him out of there and over to the road was 
going to be a real task. 
            We soon had him out and set up for a cou-
ple pictures, and with many hands and strong backs 
they  had the beast loaded in the truck and headed 
for home. 
            I was soaked thru and thru, but it felt great 
having outfoxed the old boy and now a warm fire 
and dry clothes were really going to feel good.  
            The next day we departed Shi-a-Wela (in 
the rain), but that does not damped our spirits as we 
are booked already to go back there in 2011.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicole Martin, his wife and new 6 week old baby boy. 
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Bleu Wildebeest in the rain  by Terry Blauwkamp�



 
              I would like to paint you a picture that starts off five years ago. The hunter who for this article will be Joe and the outfit-
ter who will be Koos meet at a Safari Club Chapter Meeting in the United States. The pair strike up a mutual business relation-
ship and Joe decides he wants to come to Africa for his first plains game safari and books a safari with Koos. For three years all 
the dealings are on a business footing with hunt contracts in place and all the boxes are ticked where Joe confirms he has Medical 
Insurance in place in the case of an emergency. 
              Four years down the line Joe having come for the past few years makes his annual visit and this time Koos does not get 
hunt contracts in place or checks to see if he has insurance. Why would he do that it has been fine up to now, very reliable client.   
Joe falls ill and ends up in a private hospital where he uses his credit cards for collateral to cover his medical expenses and his 
friend Koos as his “next of kin” not thinking anything will happen to his now good friend Joe signs the admittance form at the 
hospital.  
              Joe tragically passes away from natural causes. The hospital expenses exceed the credit card limits and Koos finds him-
self being called on to pay the outstanding balance to the hospital. 
Joe’s relatives in the United States do not have the funds to repatriate Joe’s remains. So they decide to have him cremated here in 
South Africa and his remains returned by freight to the United States. 
I was called upon to take his firearms into storage as we assisted Joe on his arrival into SA with his firearm permit and also I had 
to get an extension to his existing permit as it was expiring and the undertaker needed extra time to get everything in order for the 
repatriation. 
              The funeral parlour had to have someone to identify the body before cre-
mation so I found myself using his initial firearm application passport photo to 
identify him and then had to assist in the organization of the shipping of his mortal 
remains, personal baggage and firearm back to the United States. 
              One of Joe’s relatives is claiming his uncle was “lured” to South Africa 
without being advised of the importance of medical and evacuation insurance and 
therefore will be calling on Koos to pay all the expenses involved. 
Please I ask all outfitters and hunters alike to make sure that that the hunter is cov-
ered by Travel, Medical and Evacuation insurance before leaving home. If Joe had 
had this insurance in place, this situation would not be talked or written about, Joe 
would have been honored by his family and friends at a home funeral, instead of 
being identified by a stranger and a clerk from the United States Embassy. 
              Outfitters please make contact with the service providers like Global Res-
cue, Med Jet, Travel Guard and any other medical insurance company and make it 
work for your clients and give yourself peace of mind. 

Our Mission  
Over the past twenty-seven years, Air 2000 has become a by-word in the African hunting industry. In this time, more hunters 
have flown with Air 2000 than with any other charter company on the continent - the result of excellent service, a defined mar-
keting strategy, and an understanding of the traveling hunter's needs.  
Our mission is to continue building on that success, consolidating our position as the natural choice for the discerning sportsman. 
  
Company Profile  
Founded in 1981, Air 2000 (Pty) Ltd is a Non-Scheduled Air Services License holder, authorized by the South African Civil 
Aviation Authority to operate aircraft for charter services. The company has a variety of aircraft in its fleet, and can offer cost-
effective options for flights throughout Africa.  
For many years, Air 2000 has actively pursued the US and European leisure hunting markets, establishing alliances with opera-
tors throughout sub-Saharan Africa, and traveling regularly to conventions in the US to promote air charter as a safe, cost-
effective and convenient travel option for visiting hunters.  
In 1989, Air 2000 launched the "Hunters' Support" service, to provide hunters with a comprehensive range of services that en-
sured a smooth arrival in Africa, a trouble-free transfer to the hunting camp, pre- and post-hunt travel arrangements, and a com-
fortable departure at the end of the hunt. The service includes the arrangement of Firearm Import Permits, meet and greet services 
at Johannesburg's OR Tambo International Airport, road airport / hotel transfers, and, of course, air charter services. 

Www.hunterssupport.com 
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Evacuation Insurance and Medical Insurance – A True Story 
By : Anne Gaines-Burrill – Air 2000 Hunters Support Service in Johannesburg, South Africa.�
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I have been fortunate to have a brother (Steve) living in Anchorage Alaska.  We have had some really good hunts since he has 
been there (Prince of Wales Island, for deer and black bear; Chugach Mountains for Sheep; Wrangell Mountains for Goat; Alaska 
Range for bear).  However this year in August we planned a 
longer trip to the North Slope of the Brooks range for Sheep, 
Caribou and hopefully finally get me a chance at grizzly.  
Three years in a row I have purchased tags for grizzly, only to 
have the monarch of Alaska cleverly evade us.  My brother’s 
nemesis has been the dall sheep since he has been there. As his 
plans are to move back home in 2011, we decided a big trip up 
to the Brooks range was in order.  His friend had been there the 
year before, seen a lot of sheep and took a fine trophy.  We 
drove up from Anchorage up the “Haul Road” to Coyote air.  
The truck drivers let you know it’s their road as we found our-
selves ‘sight seeing’ and caught up in the moment.  Arctic 
Grayling fishing along the way was fantastic, and broke up the 
long arduous miles.  Upon arrival in Coldfoot, mother nature 
was not about to let us jump on a small plane right away.  We 
were ’socked in’ for 1 1/2 days due to weather.  Talk about get-

ting 

nervous. There were four of us on this trip: My brother, Steve; 
brother-in law, Kurt; his cousin, Mark, and Myself.  We set up a base 
camp about 1/2 mile from the strip along the Upper Marsh Fork 
drainage of the Canning River.  Then Steve and I took off down the 
drainage to set up a Spike camp for sheep.  Steve would have first 
draw on this hunt, and boy, did we have an adventure. Getting back 
that far in, there are sheep everywhere, but finding a full curl proved 
tough.  We had many that were close, but we could not be for certain. 
This drives a hunter crazy.  So we just pushed farther and farther up 
the drainage.  We spotted 3 rams in, two which looked good, then 
they disappeared over a ledge before in range. Upon coming around 
the edge, there was a huge cliff, the sheep had disappeared.  Little did 
we know they had come down as were were coming around and were 
feeding in a hidden valley 40 yards.  Then the littlest ram pops up in 

front of us, Steve makes a crawl to edge, and I see a big ram pop up in front of Steve, he shoots, and the other big ram comes run-
ning and stops on cliff edge right in front of me.  As I scope, 
my brother hollers…”Don’t Shoot”! He was not quite legal as 
he got a good look at it up close.  Now were were back in just 
under ten miles from base camp.  I missed another sheep 
(Don’ ask!) the next day and had a nice head wound to show 
for my efforts.  So we packed up and made long trek to base.  
Later that next week, we got into caribou, and on the 2nd to 
last day while make a ’pit stop’ during evening, I spotted a 
bear..Yes!  We got our clothes back on, as we had retired to 
the tents for evening and began the stalk over to the bear. 400 
yards out, there was not one, but two bears.  Oh, my brother 
and I were real excited now. What were the chances of that 
happening.  First we had chance at a double on sheep, and now 
a chance at double on bear!  We crawled up to 100 years with 
a little bush as covered, and on count 3 we opened up and did-
n’t stop til both were down. We had done it.  We had a great 
trip. There’s much more that happened on this trip.  I hope to 
present the whole story at an SCI meeting in 2011.   
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Many members may not be aware that SCI helps fund the Michigan Involvement Committee which addresses many projects of 
concern for the State of Michigan.  There is a very informative website, and each newsletter an excerpt will be presented.  Its 
through SCI  members’ generosity that programs like this can continue. 
 
Safari Club International Michigan Involvement Committee (SCI MIC) was formed in 1980 as a committee of representatives 
from each of the Chapters of Safari Club International located within the State of Michigan to work with designated representa-
tives of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) to coordinate funding of MDNR wildlife conservation pro-
grams and MDNR wildlife research projects that might otherwise might not be funded.   
 
In 1980, there were only four Safari Club Chapters in Michigan; Michigan, Detroit, Flint Regional and Mid-Michigan, yet these 
four SCI Chapters were able to organize and support what has turned out to be the most influential partnership between SCI and a 
state wildlife agency in the history of Safari Club International. The first major conservation program undertaken by SCI MIC 
was the reintroduction of Moose into Michigan’s Upper Peninsula during the winters of 1985 and 1987 via the transplanting of a 
total of 61 animals from Ontario, Canada.  
 
SCI MIC has funded the following major projects: 

- Michigan U.P. Moose Reintroduction                               - Michigan Black Bear DNA Population Tracking/Model 
- Michigan DNR Fluorescent Microscope                           - Northeast Lower Michigan Elk Project 
- Michigan U.P. Moose Population Model                           - Southern Michigan Deer Project 
- Michigan Deer Bovine TB Study                                       - Michigan Northern Lower Peninsula Marten Project 
- Michigan Bobcat Project                                                     - Michigan Predator/Prey Research Project 

For nearly a century, moose had been largely absent from Michigan. During the 1800s, market hunting took its toll, and 
logging as well as fires altered Michigan’s forests to favor whitetail deer. Increased deer numbers allowed the brainworm para-
site, which is carried harmlessly by deer, to infect and kill moose. By 1889, moose were granted complete protection, but did not 
recover. 

In 1985, the Michigan Department of NaturalResource’s long-ter m goal of moose reintroduction became a reality with 
a $25,000 grant from the Michigan Involvement Committee (MIC), a collaboration of Michigan SCI Chapters that work routinely 
with MDNR. 

Between 1985-1987, 25 bulls and 36 cows were captured in Algonquin Provincial Park with the help of the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources. Moose were first tranquilized, then loaded into a sling and lifted back to a staging area by heli-
copter. Each moose was radio-collared, administered a reversal drug and then driven 600 miles to the release site in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula. 
              In the subsequent years, the moose population has grown, and the MIC has supplied continued funding for moose moni-
toring, study and collar replacement. Including donations and leveraged funds, $750,000 has been made available to MDNR for 
Michigan’s new moose. The SCI Chapters of the MIC currently include: Detroit, Flint, Michigan, Mid-Michigan, Northeast 
Michigan, Great Lakes Muzzleloaders, Lakeshore Sportsmen, Kensington Valley, Lansing, Novi, Northwoods, Southeast 
Michigan Bow and West Michigan Bow. 
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Sportsmen Against Hunger Drive�

Sensory Safari at Hoffmaster Harvest Festival  
By Susie Hughes�
October 15-17, 2010 were the dates of the Harvest Festival at Hoffmaster State Park in Muskegon. Camp-
sites were decorated for Halloween, and there were many fun events and arts and crafts for the whole fam-
ily, plus a continental breakfast Sunday morning.  
 
A special delight was the Lakeshore Sportsmen Chapter of SCI bringing their Sensory Safari. This 30-foot 
trailer is filled with mounted animals from around the world, furs, horns, and more to delight the senses. It's 
a rare 'hands on' event where kids young and old can feel the difference in hides needed for warmth in the 
Arctic well as the hot plains of Africa.  
 
The trailer has been a highlight of the event for the past several years and has added new items to the ex-
hibit this year. Some of the favorites for this exhibit are the full mounts of African lion and leopard and the 
full standing bear. 

Reminder: 
 

SCI Lakeshore Sportsmen is continuing  our  
Sportsmen Against Hunger Drive,  

food, household items etc for area families in need. 
Please bring your donations to the monthly meetings. Thanks. 
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Lakeshore SCI operates as a non-profit organization, dedicated to the  
promotion and enjoyment of the outdoors, assistance to it's members, and 
the conservation and protection of the wildlife and habitat of the world 
around us. 
· To promote good fellowship among those with a love of the outdoors  and the 

sport of hunting. 
· To promote the conservation of wildlife and habitat, and continue the renew-

able resource of our hunting heritage. 
· To promote conservation efforts, with our projects and in the field.To educate 

the public, and to encourage their support and involvement in the conservation 
and use of sport hunting as a management and conservation tool. 

· To educate youth in the safe and proper use of firearms and sporting equip-
ment, to promote their understanding and support of the conservation respon-
sibilities of a sportsman or sportswoman. 

· To share our hunting traditions, experiences, and knowledge, 
with future generations. 
 
Our Chapter does this by supporting and funding local projects such as: 
 
Adopt a Stream (The Purple Loosestrife Eradication Program) 
The Gillette Sand Dune Visitor Center 
Sensory Safari Trailer 
Sportsman For Youth Day at Hoffmaster Park 
The Muskegon County Sheriff's Dive Team 
Norton Shores Police Dept. Hunters Safety Program 
Pheasants Forever Youth Rendezvous 
Michigan Involvement Committee 
Michigan DNR 

OFFICERS: 
President: Dick Woodward 

 
Vice President: Kelvin Deters 

 
Treasurer: Susie Hughes 

 
Secretary: Bonny Rathsburg 

 
DIRECTORS: 
John Hughes 

Bruce Gaultney 
Mike Woodward  

Bob Aardema 
Jim Novak 

Denny Emery 
 

Join Lakeshore Sportsmen Chapter of Safari Club International 
Safari Club International is the leader in protecting the freedom to hunt and in promoting wildlife conserva-
tion worldwide. When you join SCI, you become a better informed hunter and conservationist, and your 
dues work to protect your rights to hunt around the world. SCI is the organization that cares about responsi-
ble hunting and conservation….and does something about it. 
Benefits of joining SCI include: 
• Free subscription to SCI's bi-monthly SAFARI magazine and monthly Safari Times newspaper,  SCI    
Record Book eligibility and Annual Hunters' Convention invitation (entrance fees still apply). 
• National member certificate, red and white member card and logo stickers. 
• Local chapter meetings, activities, events and fellowship 
 
Please make your check for $65 payable to Lakeshore Sportsmen SCI 
Your $65 includes your 1 year dues of $55 for National Membership & 
$10 for 1 year Lakeshore Chapter Membership  
Mail check & Membership Application to the following address: 
            Lakeshore Sportsmen SCI 
            c/o Sue Hughes/New Membership 
            2425 Safari Lane 
            Muskegon, MI 49442 
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www.lakeshoresci.org 
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